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For Immediate Release:
BROOKLYN JAZZ UNDERGROUND RECORDS 

To Release New Recordings From Arthur Kell, Daniel Kelly + Guilherme Monteiro

Digital Release Date – May 12, In Stores – June 9

BJURecords Festival at The Jazz Gallery - Part 1:

Thurs June 18: Bernard, Emer, Beckham, Ferber, Will Bernard (gtr), Andrew Emer (b), Tom Beckham (v), Mark Ferber (d) 
Fri June 19: Alexis Cuadrado Cuarteto Ibérico, Alexis Cuadrado (b), Víctor Prieto (acc), Brad Shepik (gtr), Jordan Perlson (d, perc)
Sat June 20: Guilherme Monteiro, Jorge Continentino (ten s), Alexis Cuadrado (b), Anthony Pinciotti (d), Guilherme Monteiro (gtr)

BJURecords Festival at The Jazz Gallery - Part 2:

Thur June 25: Arthur Kell Quartet, Loren Stillman (al s), Brad Shepik (gtr), Arthur Kell (b), Mark Ferber (d)
Fri June 26: Daniel Kelly Trio, Daniel Kelly (p), Chris Tarry (b), Jordan Perlson (d)

Sat June 27: Anne Mette Iversen Quartet, Anne Mette Iversen (b), John Ellis (s), Danny Grissett (p), Quincy Davis (d) 
Click on http://www.BJURecords.com for more information

Following the immensely successful 3rd Annual BJU Festival held at Smalls this past January, and a critically-acclaimed launch in April, 2008, Brooklyn Jazz Underground Records is set to release the second wave of new recordings on the artist run label: "Victoria - Live in Germany", from bassist/composer Arthur Kell, “Emerge”, from pianist/composer Daniel Kelly, and “Air”, the brilliant debut recording from guitarist/composer Guilherme Monteiro.  Digital release date is May 12; in stores June 9.

Brooklyn Jazz Underground Records, a sister company to the Brooklyn Jazz Underground collective, was launched in the Spring of 2008 with three critically-acclaimed recordings of all original music from BJU members Alexis Cuadrado, Anne Mette Iversen and Benny Lackner.  The label grew out of the entrepreneurial, do-it-yourself spirit that gave birth to the BJU back in January of 2007.  BJURecords is proud to expand its catalog with new recordings from bassist/composer Arthur Kell, pianist/composer Daniel Kelly and guitarist/composer Guilherme Monteiro. These new recordings, and the upcoming two-part festival at the Jazz Gallery (June 18, 19, 20 and June 25, 26, 27), carry on the Brooklyn Jazz Underground’s aim to serve an important role in our culture and society by providing a bustle of recording, composing, playing and teaching.

Arthur Kell Quartet – “Victoria – Live In Germany” (BJUR 008) (Kell-bass, compositions, Loren Stillman-saxophones, Brad Shepik-guitar, Joe Smith-drums):  Arthur Kell is one of the most original voices on today's New York jazz scene.  For the past twenty years, he has played with an amazing cross-section of the most influential contemporary jazz musicians in NYC and around the world, including Thomas Chapin, Bobbie Previte, Marc Ribot, Billy Bang, Bill McHenry, Guillermo Klein, Christian Howes, Art Baron, Bruce Barth, the Finnish singer, Sanni Orasmaa, Bernard Purdie, Matt Wilson, Allison Miller and many others.

Since 1997, he has led groups featuring such contemporary jazz stars as Steve Cardenas, Ben Monder, Gerald Cleaver, Donny McCaslin and Chris Cheek.  Kell’s debut on BJURecords, “Victoria – Live In Germany”, is the follow up to his first two releases as a leader, “See You in Zanzibar” and “Traveller” (both on Fresh Sound Records with Gorka Benitez, Steve Cardenas and Joe Smith).  “Victoria” features Brad Shepik on guitar, Loren Stillman on alto sax and Joe Smith on drums and documents the Arthur Kell Quartet, which has toured Europe ten times over the last five years, live at the Loft in Köln, Germany on May, 2008.  “Almost all of the touring I’ve done with my own group in the last five years has been in Europe.  So, I’m really happy to have a CD that captures the spirit of all those tours,” said the bassist/composer.

Kell was fortunate to be able to have the last two concerts of his May 2008 European tour recorded for broadcast by German radio stations: Deutschlandfunk in Köln and Sudwestrundfunk in Karlsruhe.  “Returning home with only the live mixes of two sonically different recordings, I set my sights on starting over in the studio to get it right.  Months later, friends encouraged me to take the live recordings off the shelf and listen again.  They were right!  I found them increasingly infectious and hard to deny.  In the end, there was no editing or remixing, just a mastering session,” explained Kell.

Arthur Kell commented on the album title: “I settled on a title from the lead cut Victoria and Her Sisters.  The title is for the remarkable brownstone row houses of Bedford-Stuyvesant (Brooklyn, NY) and the brilliant and (mostly) unknown artists and architects who saw every inch of these homes as an opportunity for the imagination.  For the victory of finding and surviving the restoration of one that, against all plans and intentions, I ended up falling in love with.  She was built along with her four sisters around 1890.  I left my happy home, feeling like something had grabbed me by the collar and dragged me.  An astonishing number of things fell just the right way, a mirror crashed to the floor in the old place and I moved.  For the birds in the mantelpiece.  For a new life.”
Daniel Kelly – “Emerge” (BJUR 006) (Daniel Kelly-piano, Fender Rhodes, compositions, Chris Tarry-bass, Jordan Perlson-drums): Daniel Kelly is an award-winning composer and pianist possessing a unique and personal approach to jazz, free improvisation and modern chamber music.  Kelly has recorded several highly acclaimed CDs as a leader, “World”, “Duets with Ghosts” (which features the pianist’s unique approach to electronic sound manipulation and sampler), and his improvised solo piano suite “Portal”.  “Emerge” is Kelly’s first full length CD to exclusively explore the piano trio format, and his first for BJURecords.  “This CD represents an emergence of the desire to focus on the piano trio format.  Lately, I have been performing in quartets and larger groups, collaborating on theatrical multi-media works and also playing with modern classical music groups like the Bang on Can All-Stars.  Playing with the trio is like coming home,” said Kelly.  These compositions exemplify many of his musical interests: Afro-Cuban music (“Anima/Animus”), drum and bass (“Obfyor”), funk (“Moroccan Nutchuck”), rock (“Doppelganger”) and there’s even a little prepared piano (“Emerge”).  All of the music on “Emerge” was composed by Kelly and recorded on August 27 & 28, 2008 in Brooklyn, NY.  It features Chris Tarry on bass (three-time Juno winner) and Jordan Perlson on drums.

Daniel Kelly has collaborated in performance and on disc with a wide range of artists, including Michael Brecker, Lauryn Hill, Ray Barretto, Don Byron, Bobby Sanabria, William Parker, John Zorn, David Murray, Donny McCaslin, David Binney, Brad Shepik, Ben Monder, Joel Harrison, Nestor Torres, Candido Camero, Harvie S, Bang on a Can All-Stars and many others.  His quartet was the recipient of the 2007 Chamber Music America/ASCAP Adventurous Programming Award. Kelly was recently chosen by the US State Department to be a Jazz Ambassador, a highly prestigious honor awarded to a small group of artists each year.  Daniel's talents as film composer can be heard in the films The Receipt, Suzana’s Dreams, Below the Belt (awarded Best Film of the Oregon Film Festival) and the feature film The Legend of Johnson Roebling.
Guilherme Monteiro – “Air” (BJUR 007) (Guilherme Monteiro-guitar, Jerome Sabbagh-tenor saxophone, Jochen Rueckert-drums, Ben Street-bass, plus special guests Chiara Civello + Lila Downs-vocals, Jorge Continentino-pifano, Gilmar Gomes + Yayo Serka-percussion, Alan Hampton-bass):  Guilherme Monteiro, born in Rio de Janeiro in 1971, is proud to present his debut recording as a leader, an album abundant in gifts for the listener.  “Air” overflows with emotionally charged melodies, poetic solo statements, and beautiful interplay amongst all of the musicians.  From the opening notes of the first tune “Peace” (“inspired by turmoil and how you can still find peace in the middle of it all”, said Monteiro), to the last notes of solo guitar ballad “Todo O Amor Do Mundo” (“a simple song about love; romantic and universal, that explores the feeling of complete silence to make the listener hear his/her own thoughts, explains Monteiro), the songs on “Air” are linked together by a particular “color” that is soulful and moving.  Another highlight on “Air” includes “Retrato De Um Forro”, which features the world renown vocalist Lila Downs.  Monteiro explains the tune: “to mix up Northeastern Brazilian Forro with Afro-Peruvian Lando we used the Cajon, Congas and two Udus, which made the song light.  Jorge’s Pifano (a traditional wooden flute) sends us back to the region of Cariri in Northeastern Brazil.  The style in which I played the guitar is what I call jokingly, “Bandolero Forro”, a sort of Mexican inspired way of playing this very Brazilian style.  Lila sings her heart out on this song, throwing some unexpected turns in a conversational improvisation with the Pifano on the final vamp. 

In 1999 Guilherme was accepted to the prestigious Thelonious Monk Institute of Jazz Performance.  Living in New York City since 2000 Guilherme has worked with some of the most respected musicians in town, such as Kenny Werner, two records with Ron Carter and Grady Tate for Harry Allen, Slide Hampton’s Jobim project with Claudio Roditi and Duduka da Fonseca, Lee Konitz, Randy Brecker and Joao Bosco.  

Guilherme has lent his unique sound to help shape the music of very distinct artists.  He is featured on Kurt Elling's latest release, “Night Moves” alongside Christian Mc Bride and Bob Mintzer, Eliane Elias’ CD “Dreamer” (with Mike Manieri, Mark Johnson, Michael Brecker and Paulo Braga), Chiara Civello’s “Last Quarter Moon” (produced by Russ Titleman) and Luciana Souza's acclaimed release, “Duos II”, which won her a nomination for the Grammy of best Jazz vocalist of 2004.  He was a member of Lila Downs’ band, with whom he toured for four years and recorded two albums.  The first, “One Blood”, won a Latin Grammy for best Folk album.  Guilherme is also a current member of Duduka Da Fonseca’s Quintet, recording their latest release, “Samba Jazz In Black And White”, and the band Forro in the Dark, with whom he is helping to redefine Brazilian music for this century.  With Forro, Guilherme had the opportunity to collaborate with special guests David Byrne, Miho Hatori and Bebel Gilberto on the band’s latest album, “Bonfires of Sao Joao”.  Besides leading his own band, Guilherme is the co-leader of a jazz quartet featuring Jorge Continentino, hosting a weekly house gig at NYC's hot spot Nublu.  He was also a member of Bebel Gilberto's band alongside his band mates from Forro In The Dark. Most recently, Guilherme was featured on Ron Carter’s latest release for Blue Note Records, “Jazz & Bossa.”
The press on The BJU:

“The Brooklyn Jazz Underground is a coalition of artists united by aesthetics as well as geography.”

 – The New York Times

“Consider this the opening shot in the latest revolution to hit New York's improv scene.” – Time Out New York
“Think of it as a mix-tape, a calling card from artists who operate in a small world but like to think big.” 

– JazzTimes (on the BJU Compilation, Vol. 1)

“Brooklyn jazz is happening and those who venture across the bridge will be delighted by the hard-edged ethnically-flavored jazz that they find on the other side.” – All About Jazz New York

“ . . . the spirit of the organization is firmly rooted in Brooklyn. All of the members reside there, and they wanted to give a nod to the vitality of its scene.” – The Wall Street Journal
 “There’s power in numbers, and a bunch of local musicians have united to share their ideas and enhance their visibility”  “ . . . the breadth (and singularity) of these up-and-comers will be obvious” – The Village Voice
BJURecords Mission Statement:  Brooklyn Jazz Underground Records is an independent and artist-run label committed to creative and adventurous contemporary improvised music. We strive to put out quality recordings that define the shape of today’s jazz.  BJURecords is a sister company of the Brooklyn Jazz Underground bandleader collective.

For full length bios, additional information and to schedule interviews with 

Brooklyn Jazz Underground Records Artists, please contact Jason Paul Harman Byrne at Red Cat Publicity, 

Email Redcatjazz@mac.com, Tel 347 578 7601
